Introduction

Who am I: introduction
What is Druidry?


A Neo-Pagan religion


Based on Celtic priesthood


Revive, reconstruct, or reimagine

What is ADF?


What's in a Name?

A Pan-IE organization


Outgrowth of the American Druid movements

Your Humble Speaker

How did I get into ADF?

Where am I now in ADF?

A Concise History of Druidism

The Celts


Linguistic, not cultural grouping


Ireland to Spain to Turkey



(Galatians in Bible)


Feared by Rome and Greece


Also R/G fascinated by them


Reliable sources include Caesar, etc


Druids were their priestly class


Human, animal sacrifice


Specifically not from Atlantis


Did not build Stonehenge

The British Revival


18th Cent


Nationalism



France and Britain



Not so much in Ireland


Masonic orders, alphabet soup



UBD, OBOD, AODA, AOD


Notable Masonic Druids:



John Toland



William Stuckeley



Iolo Morganwg



William Blake



Thomas Paine (?)


Winston Churchill

RDNA


Carelton College


Requirement students attend chapel


No restrictions on which religion



Why not Druids?


Liturgy, principles mostly a joke



But something real happened


Weirdly, it became somewhat Neo-P

ADF


Founded by Isaac


Offshoot of RDNA



Focus on scholarship



Distinctly Neo-Pagan



IE in focus, not Celtic




IE Priest class

1,200 members


Solid training program

Later Movements


Henge of Keltria (1986 splinter)


Reconstructionism


Order of the White Oak


Solitary Druids

Basic Druidic Ritual

The Purpose(s) of Druidic Ritual


Public ritual within ADF



Community



Connection



Responsibility


Rectify the soul of the worshipper



Macro/microcosm



Honouring the cosmos/self



Presenting natural rhythms to the individual


The blessing of the land/folk



Maintenance of agreements


Serve/honour the Gods


Seasonal celebrations


Rites of passage


Personal magical work

Introduction to Reconstruction


We have little info, but!


The modern Pagan is well read



Eliade, Jung, Campbell


Principles of ritual design are affected by the study of religion. The students of religion become its teachers.


Ritual has to look right and feel right


Otherwise, no one buys it.


This is a central point:



These rituals work.


No work, no do.

The Earth Mother


Central to modern Pagan spirituality


Little or no evidence that one exists



for all people at all times


But the EM is a Neo-Pagan goddess


Because of this, she is vital


ADF has adopted her as central to liturgy because of this.

Sacred Space


Personal



Mobile, set and temporary



Most Druids have an altar



Small version of Grove altar


Grove



Usually completely mobile



Some own land



Some have standing stones

Cosmology


Ritual is done at the center


Crossroads


Different from Wicca:



Temple between worlds




Vs



Standing at the boundaries


The world is full of powers



Polytheism



Deity can affect our lives

Symbolism of the Center: Fire, Well, and Tree


Fire: Gate to the gods and heavens


Well: Gate to ancestors and under


Tree: Crossroads, middleworld

The Two Powers


Sky Power: hot, star, shining power


Earth Power: cool waters of the earth


Meet in the middle



Consider Norse creation

The Keeper of the Gates


A deity that acts as guide, warder


Usually magical, psychopompic

The Three Kindreds: Gods, Ancestors, Nature Spirits


Gods: discuss

Dead: discuss

NS: discuss
The *ghos-ti Relationship


PIE for Guest and Host


Reciprocity



"A gift for a gift"


Basically:



Invite, share gifts



As friends and equals



Gifts given in return


Not compulsion.

The Omen


See if our offerings are received


"no" is a possibility


The omen also tells us what we will receive in return.

The Return Flow


"The outpouring of blessings from the great ones."


This is where we get our blessing


Many liken it to communion in Catholic church, but it's different.



This isn't a sacrament



Priests are not required


It is, though, a magico-religious act.

Scholarship and Training

"Why Not Excellence?"


ADF's original motto


"Sincerity is no substitute for competence"


"Competence is no substitute for sincerity"


Reaction to trends in Paganism

The Flakification of Paganism


Gardner not a beacon of history


Paganism's "Anything Goes" stage



1960's, 70's, early 80's.


Liberation, equality, anti-oppression


Strong sense of non-dogma



Affects levels of scholarship



Odd: Pagans are well-read



But socially:




Can't tell them Wrong




Validity over Authent

Realization and Reaction


Many people noticed


Isaac did something.



"No hogwash" policy



"No dogma" policy




Archdruidic fallibility

Commitments to Scholarship and Reconstructionism


"Show your work" – source citation



Hittite ritual had 23 footnotes


UPG accepted. . . as UPG


ADF sets the bar for scholarship



Many Orgs schism early:




ADF is too much




ADF is not enough



ADF is the happy medium

Trained Clergy and Program Development


Isaac promised the best program


Over time, we have developed well


"best" is debatable


Individually focused



All other training is not


It is producing clergy, though

Conclusions and Further Reading

Where to go if you want more information

